Ensuring competition in global economy, the production of high value products within the country and the reduction of current budget deficit; in other words, increasing the output of industries manufacturing intermediate goods and end products, which have high import dependency, are major targets of Turkey. The state of technological infrastructure of manufacturing industry in the country as well as the process of change that the industry undergoes are essential for the realization of these targets. New technologies play an important role in the competitiveness and economic development of cities, region and the country in the international market. In particular, the use of new technologies in manufacturing industry and companies' capacity for innovation are prerequisites for businesses to enter a tougher competition in the global economy as well as for cities and countries to persevere on the larger scale. In this respect, the main purpose of this study is to examine the technological transformation of the manufacturing industry in Gaziantep, which is positioned in the top five among Turkey's exports and employs a considerable work force, in comparison to the technological change experienced by the manufacturing industry in Turkey. In the study, the technological level of manufacturing industry in Turkey and the technological change process of manufacturing industry in Gaziantep are presented between 2009-2016 with key indicators. The findings of this study reveal that the current level of technology the city of Gaziantep manufacturing industry has had is far behind the level Turkish manufacturing industry has reached.
Introduction
Developed countries, especially in the different geographical areas of the world after the Second World War, achieved a rapid growth trend with strong industrial structure and increased their prosperity levels. Although developed countries have many dynamics on the basis of this growth and development adventure, the most important factor is the existence of manufacturing industry. It is the driving force behind the manufacturing sector of the economies of developing countries such as Turkey and developed countries of the present day (Doğruel ve Doğruel, 2008 ). The wave of globalization which has started to spread over the world since 1990 has been developing countries in international markets, and in the meantime Turkey has entered a serious competition.
Manufacturing and exporting of the manufacturing industry, which has an important place in the Turkish economy, has seen a significant increase in recent years. This increase is mostly due to the increase in production and exports of low tech products. However, today as the transition to the 4th industrial revolution has begun, it is necessary to further increase the share of the production and export products of the industrial goods within the "high and medium-high technology" group, which will further develop the manufacturing industry. To realize this, it is necessary to make the necessary arrangements and plan the policies and strategies of the central government very well. This study covers the technological structure of the manufacturing industry in Turkey and in particular Gaziantep ( Figure  1 ), which is an important commercial, industrial production center and border city in the south of Turkey. Moreover, regional and recent international migration route has transformed the city of Gaziantep into an important consumption center in the last twenty-five years. From 1990 onwards, the economy in the city, which is trying to be integrated into the global world, is mostly based on industry and service sectors (NUTS-2, TRC1 Industry 33.3%, service 54,6% TURKSTAT, 2017). The export volume, which is considered as an important variable in terms of economic weight, reached to 6.1 billion dollars per year in Gaziantep and the country's manufacturing sector constituted 4.4% of total exports and led to the rise to 6th place in 81 provinces (TURKSTAT, 2017). Gaziantep which is considered as a brand and model city for other cities in Turkey (Keyman and Lorasdağı, 2010) , is the second rank after Istanbul in terms of the number of firms in the regional distribution of the top 500 companies exporting in 2012 (Bölgesel Gelişme Ulusal Stratejisi, 2014: 80). Therefore, Gaziantep city, which has an advanced economy in its region, is a medium-scale competitive city in global scale, attracting some of the migration in the region and being one of the new industrial centers of Turkey.
Technology, defined as the ability to produce, use and spread information, is an important factor in determining international competitiveness and economic growth, or in other words, the welfare of societies (Saygılı, 2003) . From the earliest times of the Industrial Revolution to the day-to-day technological change, many theoretical and empirical studies have been carried out on economic growth, employment and development . Technology which has been shown to be one of the main reasons for the increase in unemployment as well as economic development and quality of life , plays an important role in the transformation of the international competitive power and in the spatial dimension of the manufacturing sector. Although there are many different and important classical and neo-classical approaches to technological change in the literature, this study has been examined in the context of the Schumpeterian Theory (creative destruction). According to this theory, technological innovation has been regarded as the engine of economic development in a long period of time. According to Schumpeter's (1942) theory, technological innovation has long been regarded as the engine of economic development (Swedberg, 2003) . Again, according to Schumpeter (1942) , the process of technological change can be "destructive" at the same time as being a "creative" process maintained by innovations (Swedberg, 2003) . In fact, this theory tries to explain the technological differences between firms, and therefore the mechanism of "creative destruction" is related to technological developments (Avcı, Uysal and Tasci, 2016) . At the same time, this technological development or change process foresees the redistribution of resources among firms, professions, sectors and countries and suggests that those who can not compete with this process may disappear (Taymaz, 2001 ). Therefore, the use of new technologies and the need to innovate are essential to the increasing competitiveness of the global economy and the survival of firms and even countries in this process.
In fact, the aim of this study is to determine what kind of goods are based on the production of the existing industry in Turkey and micro scale in the city of Gaziantep according to the density of technology. Moreover, this study investigates whether there is a change towards the higher technology industry in the manufacturing industry of Gaziantep in comparison to Turkey within the context of development levels. Data for the study NACE Rev. 2, the manufacturing industry consists of 24 sub-sectors with two digits. Today, however, some traditional manufacturing sectors are shifting towards technology that is more advanced. For this reason, some sectors are classified as two-digit, while others are classified as three or even four-digit. In this study, the manufacturing industry was divided into four groups by OECD according to the technology density of each sector. Therefore, some sectors can be included in one of four groups as high, medium-high, medium-low and low technology group in two, three or even four digits (Table 1) . In addition, in this study, the Turkish Statistical Institute (TURKSTAT) has been utilized for manufacturing, number of firms, employment, and foreign trade data related to the manufacturing industry. Moreover, in order to determine how the manufacturing industry performs in the Turkish economy, the number of firms in each sub-sector and the share of employment and foreign trade within the manufacturing sector are determined by processing the data for specific years. In this way, the relative size and importance of the sub-sectors within the manufacturing industry has been determined relative to the technology levels. However, the fact that data other than foreign trade data related to Gaziantep are not published by the statistical institution has been a major obstacle to this study.
Turkish Manufacturing Sector:
The fact that many economic crises occurred from 1980 to the present day and the application of different development and economic programs in various periods coincide with important structural transformations in the Turkish economy. Therefore, this bumpy process has also been found in manufacturing industry. Especially during periods of economic crises, the manufacturing industry has been in a downturn. However, except for the crisis years, the manufacturing sector economy has generally maintained its position as the driving force or locomotive in general (Doğruel and Doğruel, 2008 ). Increasing production is essential for a country, a region or an urban space to grow quickly and continuously. In this case, with the economic growth, the share of the manufacturing sector in the economy is foreseen to increase. According to the data from the World Bank (2017), the share of the value added of manufacturing industry in GDP in the period between 1980 and present in Turkey reached to 24% in 1998. Later, however, the share of manufacturing industry in GDP fell to 19% in 2016.
(World Bank Data, 2017).
Technological Change in Turkish Manufacturing Sector:
Significant changes have taken placed over time in the technological structure of the manufacturing industry, whose share in the world has declined considerably. For this purpose, according to the OECD grouping, the Turkish Statistical Institute (TURKSTAT), NACE Rev. 2 published data were used. Low-tech (D) production, which is 41% in 2009, remains at 40% by 2015, indicating that there is not much change. However, the production value of the medium-high technology (C) manufacturing industry is slightly increasing compared to 2009, especially in 2012. This small proportional increase in the medium-low technology manufacturing sector is related to the decrease in the share of low technology. A noteworthy situation is the decline in the share of the high-tech (A) manufacturing sector in recent years. The share of production value of medium-high technology (B) in recent years shows that there is a shift in medium-high technology from high technology. As a result, despite the decline in the high-tech manufacturing sector in the last ten years in terms of production value in Turkey, low-tech and medium-low-tech manufacturing sectors continue to maintain its importance. 
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In addition to the production value, examining the technological change in the Turkish manufacturing industry as "added value" will make this work even more meaningful. The "added value", which is defined as the value added to the product at each stage of production, is given in Figure 3 as the share of the products entering the four technology groups in the total manufacturing sector. Accordingly, the share of the goods entering the low tech group in the total manufacturing industry declined in the added value again from 2009 until 2015, after an initial slight rise. Products supported by scientific and AR-GE studies are products with high "added value". A large majority of these products are in the high and mediumhigh technology manufacturing industry group. Therefore, the share of the goods entering the high tech group in the "value added" of the manufacturing industry has not changed much in the years stated and remained below 5%. There has been a steady increase in the share of goods entering the medium-high and medium-low technology group in Turkey. Although this seems to be positive, the share of goods in the low and medium-low technology group within the total manufacturing sector in Turkey was 70% in 2015, indicating that there is not much change compared to 2009. (Table 2 ). This decline suggests that the sector has improved beyond the workplace growth in the manufacturing industry as a whole. Similarly, employment in the manufacturing sector increased by 37% between 2009-2015 compared to the number of employed in the low-tech group, but its share in the total manufacturing sector fell to 52.33% in 2015 from the previous turnover. (Table 2 ). In addition, low and medium-low technology industries dominate the manufacturing industry in Turkey with a share of over 90% still at the number of firms. The same group has also formed an important business area in the country's economy with an 80% share in terms of employment in the manufacturing sector in recent years. Source: TURKSTAT, based on 2017 data, created by the author When the export structure of the Turkish manufacturing industry sector is analyzed, the exports of the total manufacturing sector have decreased compared to the previous year in 2016, with an increase from 2010 to 2016 (Table 3) . Within the total manufacturing industry sector, there is a 30% increase in exports of goods entering the high and medium-high technology group in 2010-2016 period. The share of these two groups in the total manufacturing sector reached to 36.2% in 2016 from 35.2%. Therefore, this is an important development for the high and medium-high technology manufacturing sector when compared with other shows. The share of exports of low-tech goods in the total manufacturing sector increased 36% from 33% in 2010 to 36% in 2016. While the exports of goods in the medium-low technology group increased by 13% between 2010 and 2016, the share of the total manufacturing sector in the same period decreased from 31.7% to 28%, unlike other technology groups. As a result, Turkey still has a significant share of 64% in 2016 (Table 3) , as is the case for low and medium-low technology group exports in 2010. Source: TURKSTAT, based on 2017 data, created by the author Looking at the technological level of imported goods in the manufacturing sector, goods in the high and medium-high technology group increased by 24% in the period of 2010-2016 and their share in the total manufacturing sector increased from 57.2% to 61.3% (Table 4) . As mentioned earlier, the share of exports of high and medium-tech goods in the same period was 36.2% in 2016 and the share of imports was 61.3%. While the imports of goods produced in low and mediumlow technology groups increased by 4% between 2010 and 2016, their share in total imports decreased from 43% to 38.7%. This indicator shows that Turkey is moving towards high and medium-high technology group regarding imports (Table 4 ). This situation shows that the manufacturing industry in Turkey is more and more dependent on external markets and increasing current deficit. The way to improve this negative situation is to increase the added value created in this sector, especially with the number of products and firms competing globally, which would increase the level of technology of the manufacturing industry.
Gaziantep Technological Change in Manufacturing Sector:
According to ISIC Rev.3 and Rev.4 classification obtained from TURKSTAT NUTS 1 (province) scale, 2, 3 or 4 digit data were used in the analysis of goods produced in Gaziantep's manufacturing sector according to 4 different technological group. In this part of the study, it was not possible to determine the technological change in the manufacturing sector of Gaziantep because the production, added value, number of firms and employment statistics were not published by the TURKSTAT. On the other hand, Gaziantep is making the changes in the level of technology in manufacturing sector from the data of the firms exporting and importing in the city. The total foreign trade volume of Gaziantep province, which was 6.3 billion dollars in 2010, reached 10 billion dollars with an increase of 59% in 2010-2016 period (Table 5) . However, Gaziantep's foreign trade volume in the manufacturing sector reached its peak year of 11.5 billion dollars in 2014. Between 2010 and 2016, the rate of exports meeting imports varies from year to year, with the exports being higher in all years, giving "foreign trade surplus". In other words, exports in Gaziantep have been surplus in every period and this shows that the city of Gaziantep is a net exporter. Source: TURKSTAT, based on 2017 data, created by the author
In the Gaziantep manufacturing sector, exports of goods produced in the high technology group increased by 422% (4 times) in the period of 2010-2016 and total exports of Gaziantep reached from 0,12% to 0,35% in the same period (Table  6 ). In the exports of goods produced in the medium-high technology group, there was not much difference between 2010 and 2016 and its share in total exports reached 8,16%. In the medium-low technology group exports increased by 11.4% compared to the period 2010-2016, but in the same period the share of total exports decreased from 11,5% to 18,4% (Table  6 ). Therefore, the greatest decrease among the technology groups was realized in this group. The decline in this group emerges as an "increase" in the low tech group. That is, the share of low-tech goods in total exports with a record increase of 94% in the period of exports of 2010-2016 has increased from 73% to 80% in the same years ( Table 6 ). The increase rate in the low tech group in Gaziantep is about 3 times higher than the increase in total export volume of Turkey (Table 3 and 6).
When we look at the technological dimension of imports in Gaziantep, it is remarkable that there is the same export. When the imported goods are examined according to the technology groups, the highest share is in the medium-high technology group. The share of the total manufacturing sector in imports declined from 75% to 61.6% during the same period, although imports of intermediate goods and especially 20-code products were up by 11.8% between 2010 and 2016 (Table 7) . Another technology group that has fallen is the medium-low manufacturing group. Since the production of a large part of the goods in this group has been replaced by the Gaziantep industry, there has been a serious decline both in quantity (13% decrease) and share (4.57% to 2.92%) between 2010 and 2016. Another significant aspect is the increase in imports of products in the low-tech group. While the share of this group in Turkey's total imports decreased, there was a 127% increase in Gaziantep between 2010-2016. Its share in total imports also reached from 18% to 30% in the same period. While imports of high technology products increased by 198% in the period of 2010-2016, in other words about 2 times, the share of total imports increased from 2.53% to 5.54%. As a result, while the share of imports of high and medium-high technology products in Turkey's imports was around 61% (Table 4) , Gaziantep city imported 67% of medium-high and high technology products (Table 7 ). Source: TURKSTAT, based on 2017 data, created by the author While the manufacturing industry in Turkey gave foreign trade deficit each year, it was seen that the city of Gaziantep gave "foreign trade surplus" in contrast to the trend in Turkey (Table 5) 
Conclusion:
The high and medium-high technology group of the manufacturing sector, which is regarded as the locomotive of economic growth, is a sector that has grown rapidly in recent years especially in the developed countries, has increased the level of prosperity and has added high value. The share of manufacturing industry, which is now decreasing in developed countries, is developing very slowly in Turkey and it is a sector which has a decreasing share in GNP in recent years. This situation proves especially that the number of firms in the high and medium-high technology group, the number of employed persons, the production value of the produced goods and the added value are low. Moreover, Turkey has shown that it is an importer in this sector. In particular, imports of products in the high and medium-tech group exceeded 100 billion dollars (60% of total imports). The production of domestic low and medium-low technology products meet the need of production consumption and some of them are exported. However, the city of Gaziantep has imported relatively high and mediumhigh technology products which are not different from the general situation of Turkey. Besides, both production and export of goods in the low and medium-low technology group, which are considered as traditional production, are much more than the exports of Turkey. At the same time, the fact that exports of low and medium-low technology goods in Gaziantep, which is close to 92%, show that it is an industrial city based mostly on labor-intensive production. This is a sign that the production technology of the city of Gaziantep is unfortunately far behind developed countries and Turkey. Regarding this production model in traditional style and export sustainability, there are serious questions for both Turkey and Gaziantep city.
The lack of sufficient data on production in this part of the study of Gaziantep city is a weakness of this work. Nevertheless, foreign trade data provide information about the production technology of Gaziantep city which is limited to us. Cities such as Gaziantep should plan technological innovation for a long time in order to compete with the other important cities of the world in manufacturing industry. In fact, this process of technological change takes place with innovations, but in this process there is a risk of destructive features for firms and employment opportunities that can not perform especially technological innovation in the places where the manufacturing industry like Gaziantep is the frontline. This may perhaps lead firms to take their place of residence (ie, the redistribution of the space) into their agenda. As a result, as innovations or technological developments emerge in the context of evolutionist theory, it is important not to forget that traditional production areas like Gaziantep can get out of the way in time and that another city can take its place.
